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  BY JAMES WONG
The Government is considering abolishing agents in the local rice importing trade.
At present, some of the Colony’s 38 rice importers have leased their licenses to agents instead of doing the business themselves.
An official of the Department of Commerce and Industry said the department was investigating into the nature and functions of these agents.
Actions will be taken against them if their practice is found to have adverse effects on the supply and price of rice, he said.
One of the actions being considered is the abolition of their practice.
An alternative, he added, is to set up regulations governing the operation of the agents.
These possible moves are part of the revised rice control scheme being drafted by the DC & I, the Legal Department and the Economic Branch of the Colonial Secretariat. The scheme aims at updating the current rice control regulations which were introduced in 1955.
Ng Hung-mou, chairman of the Hongkong and Kowloon Rice Retailers’ General Assn., supported the move to abolish agents. He added that the importers who had leased their licenses to others also should be disqualified because they had not adhered to the terms of their licenses.
Some of the rice importers, however, argued that having agents was a normal commercial practice.
Other items of the revised scheme being considered include the registration of rice wholesalers and an increase in the number of importers.  
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