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    Environmental unit proposed Centralised body urged To fight pollution New unit proposed
The Young Reporter (1975, October 15), 08(02), pp. 1, 8.
 記者: Percy Tsang. 
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0000874
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  BY PERCY TSANG
The Government is considering the feasibility of an environment control department as proposed by a London-based consultancy firm.
Commissioned by the Government to undertake an extensive study on Hongkong’s environment, the Environment Resources Ltd. (ERL) has recommended in the first part of its four-part report that a separate environment control unit be set up to centralise all the existing pollution control sections in the various Government departments.
Miss Elaine Hui, ERL’s assistant technical coordinator, said the proposal was accompanied by about 50 other recommendations, all aimed at improving and controlling the local environment.
The report, under “active study” by the Environment Branch of the Colonial Secretariat, also suggests that four subordinate bodies -- Air Pollution Section, Water and Land Section, Noise Section and Solid Waste Section — to be formed under the proposed unit.
Harnam Grewal, the deputy secretary for environment, said that meetings are being held between the branch and such concerned departments as Marine and Labour on the structure of the proposed unit.
“Discussion is centred on whether the unit should be incorporated into the environment branch of the Colonial Secretariat, or should a separate department be formed,” he said.
Louis Hall, the environment assistant, said that in any event, the Government would appoint an executive director to head the four subordinate bodies.
John Telford, the assistant secretary for environment, added that the new unit will be structually different from the Advisory Committee on Environmental Pollution (EPCOM) 
“Contrasted with the EPCOM which is comprised of a panel of experts advising the Government on pollution problems, the new unit will be made up of technicians equipped with' legal teeth' to control environmental pollution,”he said.
Hall added that the Government would meet the ERL officials next month to discuss further the “comprehensive legislation and control mechanisms” which the unit will be provided with.
It is believed that if the proposal is given the go-ahead, it would bring considerable reshuffle in some of the Government departments.
The proposed formation of a department of Environmental Control was first advanced in 1973, when two consultant firms recommended in the Lamma Refinery Report that a department be set up to control noxious industries in Hongkong.
The report recommended that the department should be separate from the Air Pollution Unit of the Labour Department but should work closely with it, and with other interested departments such as the Royal Observatory, Marine Department, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and Public Works Department.  
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