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    Service groups seek freedom Restraints by Govt hit For welfare projects Innovation sought
The Young Reporter (1975, November 15), 08(04), pp. 1, 8.
 記者: Gary Tse. 
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0006146
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  BY GARY TSE
Leaders of local voluntary agencies are calling for more freedom in developing pioneer projects.
They note that so much attention has been paid to basic social services which should be provided by the Government that little room is left to innovative programmes which are essential in keeping up with the changing social structures.
Mrs. Shirley Hung, assistant director of the Hongkong Council of Social Service, said one of the key roles of voluntary agencies should be the identification of current social problems and formulation of appropriate projects to resolve them.
She said the Government-subvented agencies are often straight-jacketed in planning pilot projects.
“We have to convince the Government of the urgency and necessity of such projects before approval can possibly be granted,” she said.
Sharing her view is Paul Tsui, secretary general of Caritas, Hongkong, who said there were restraints on the programmes run by Government-subvented agencies.
He said Government approval would only be granted after detailed proposal outlining the pilot projects was submitted. “The final go-ahead may take months,” he added.
Another hindrance, he said, was the limitation to the salaries offered to the employees of the voluntary agencies.
“Salary scale of the local voluntary agencies must be in strict compliance with the Government ones and many a social workers had to be forsaken because of these limitations,” he said.
Mrs. Grace Wan, director of the St. James Settlement, said the Government subvented agencies are not allowed to raise funds and limited budgets are available for initiating experimental projects.
Bick M. Chu, associate general secretary of the Chinese Young Men's Christain [i.e. Christian] Assn. (YMCA), said the voluntary agencies should be more “alert” in updating themselves with changing social structure.
He said voluntary agencies financially independent from Government subventions and the Community Chest generally enjoy more freedom in carrying out their work.
In a recent address at the general meeting of the Hongkong Council of Social Service, director Hui Yin-fat raised the question of whether the voluntary agencies “should be doing what should have been done by the Government.”
He said that the agencies should be more free in experimenting and innovating new community projects.
A SWD spokesman said the voluntary agencies can do whatever they want if they can find other financial sources to support them.
He stressed that in drafting any service, the Government must be certain that there is a need for such service so that the majority of the society can be benefited.
He added that the voluntary agencies are free to decide whether they should leave the essential services to the Government or to start on new projects.  
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