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    Racecourse a factor Tolo periled by pollution, report warns
The Young Reporter (1975, December 15), 08(06), pp. 1.
 記者: Peter Kwan, Elizabeth Tam. 
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0000924
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  BY PETER KWAN AND ELIZABETH TAM
An interim report compiled by a New Zealand ecologist has warned that the whole Tolo Harbour would eventually turn into a body of stagnant water if the Government does not step in to monitor the deteriorating marine ecology. One of the causes of pollution is the reclamation of Shatin Hoi for the new racecourse.
The conclusion was reached after Dr. Robert Wear, a visiting lecturer at the Marine Science Laboratory of the Chinese University, conducted a series of baseline water quality surveys in Tolo Harbour, Tolo Channel and Mirs Bay during the past two years.
With the collaboration of Dr. Geoffrey Thompson of the Agriculture & Fisheries Department, the lecturer reported that the improper diversion of the waste sheds along the mountain ranges engulfing the harbour was the major contributing factor to the deteriorating ecology in the inner harbour.
The report said that many streams originally ending in the harbour had their courses altered artificially in order to enlarge the water catchment areas for the Plover Cove Reservoir and the High Island Water Scheme.
SEWAGE
When coupled with the increasing sewage volume discharged from the Shatin new town and the industrial estates in Taipo, the report added, an over-concentration of chemicals and micro-organisms have appeared in the Shatin Hoi and Tide Cove.
The eutrophication is further aggravated by the reclamation work going on in the Shatin Hoi where the future horse racing track is being built.
Dr. Wear warned that the water in Shatin Hoi will be, on completion of the reclamation project, forced out to the central areas of the Tolo Harbour and eutrophication, which eventually harms marine lives, would spread to the rest of the harbour.
Preliminary findings of a comprehensive plankton-nutrient cycling survey launched last January have supported the earlier findings of Watson & Watson — a consultantcy [i.e. consultancy] firm commissioned by the Government to conduct an ecology survey in 1971 when the construction of the second racecourse was proposed.
Dr. Wear said that both surveys reported that while the water quality in the central portion of the Tolo Harbour, Tolo Channel and Mirs Bay is in good conditions, the situation in the coastal areas off the shore of Shatin and Taipo is poor and may worsen.
Dr. Wear recommends that a three-year study on the hydrographic and biological nature of the Tolo Harbour be conducted to quantity the current patterns, tidal flushing rates and the degree of interchange between the inner harbour areas and the clean water of Mirs Bay.
He added that laboratory tests should be made on the productivity under selected nutrient regimes so that the level of tolerence [i.e. tolerance] beyond which eutrophication may occur. may be predicted.  
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