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    Silk weaves rosy prospect
The Young Reporter (1978, April 01), 10(10), pp. 1.
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0012664
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  THE INCREASING popularity of silk garments in America and Europe in recent years has reactivated the silk industry in Hongkong.
According to the Trade Development Council, over 16,000,000 silk piece goods were exported in the first seven months of 1977, a 200 per cent increase over the same period in 1975.
Sammy Ma, manager of the Four Season Garments, said the company has received a 30 per cent increase of orders for silk garments this year compared with the same period last year.
The worldwide demand for silk garments is solely because they are free from quota restrictions.
the strong demand for silk piece goods means an increased demand for raw silk, Ma added.
To meet the demand, local silk weavers are undergoing a resurgence.
Chan Ming-chun, manager of the First National Trading Company and Manufacturer, said 100,000 yards of silk fabric are being woven per year for local consumption.
In the early 70s, the US embargo on goods originating from China had virtually put the Hongkong silk weaving industry out of business. Local manufacturers were quick to take advantage of pure Chinese silk which was a huge resource not discovered before the embargo.
But the local silk weaving industry is experiencing a revival recently owing to the manufacturers' growing awareness of the need for diversification within the textile and garment industry.
The revival is also partly a consequence of the irregularity and uncertainty of silk delivery from China.
Ma said it had happened that the ordered fabrics were delivered a year later than the date due. But still Chinese pure silk is considered to be the best among foreign suppliers.
The reason for the delay is unknown. But Ma accounted transportation as the major problem leading to the slow delivery.
The manufacture of different types of fabrics from the ones desired by the buyers is another shortcoming of Chinese silk. Ma said China produces different fabrics at their own pace, disregarding the orders from Hongkong buyers.
Ma said he had sent samples to China to order the materials. But only one sample was accepted by the Chinese weaver.
In order to manufacture high quality silk garments, Four Season Garments has to wait until the desired materials is being woven in China.
The manager of the company said he will not accept western orders for silk garments until they are sure that they have the material at hand. This has stunted the business.
Because of this, local manufacturers have to depend on local supply of silk fabrics.  
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