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    X-ray men: qualified? 
The Young Reporter (1978, November 15), 11(04), pp. 1.
 記者: Alice Lo. 
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0012795
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  By ALICE LO
MOST radiographers operating X-ray and medical laboratories in Hongkong are unqualified, according to a medical expert at the Polytechnic.
And many other radiographers in private hospitals are not properly trained.
Dr. W.H.P. Lewis, head of the Institute of Medical and Health Care at the Polytechnic, said it is dangerous for patients to visit these unqualified radiographers because of the high rate of error.
“I am very doubtful of the validity of what they produce,” he said.
He pointed out many of these laboratories do not have adequate facilities and equipment to give accurate examinations.
Consequently, if a radiographer is uncertain about what he finds on an X-ray, he will ask the patient to have another examination, said Dr. Lewis.
“But it is quite harmful for the patients to be exposed too much under X-ray,” he said.
“In addition, it is even more dangerous for the patients if doctors base treatment on incorrect information provided by unqualified radiographers, he continued.
Dr. Lewis pointed out that many of these unqualified radiographers are just Form 5 leavers and they get their X-ray training only from simple instructions from more experienced colleagues.
“Their standard is far from reaching the international level,” he stressed.
Meanwhile, a spokesman for the Medical and Health Department confirmed the existence of many unqualified radiographers in Hongkong.
“The main reason is that there is now no regulation requiring radiographers to be registered, and thus they can operate X-ray and medical laboratories whenever they like,” the spokesman said.
But he said a regulation is being considered to regulate X-ray operators in order to improve their standards.
A three-year higher diploma course will be offered next year for the unqualified radiographers.
The spokesman said if the X-ray operators do not take the course, they will not be registered.  
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