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    Lamma waits for water Govt urged to lay pipeline more than a decade ago Government to decide on proposed pipeline size
The Young Reporter (1977, May 01), 09(12), pp. 1, 8.
 記者: Tchao May-on. 
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0001277
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  BY TCHAO MAY-ON
Villagers on Lamma Island have been asking the Government for water supply for more than 10 years but they still have to get water from wells and streams flowing down the hills.
As there has been little rainfall over the past few months, the northern part of the island is running out of water. If the present situation continues for another few months, villagers fear that they are bound to live through a dry summer. Recently, villagers made a new appeal to the Government to connect an underwater pipeline from Aberdeen to the island to supply fresh water.
“We are in dire need of such a pipeline but the Government says this project is still listed in the Category B works of the Public Works Department -meaning that there is no urgent need for such a project” said Fong Loi, chairman of the Lamma Island (North) Rural Committee.
As most of the population on the island rely on water supply from wells and streams, Fong said, another scientific well will be built to ease the problem of water shortage.
The first scientific well is now in operation but it is only able to serve about 1,000 inhabitants in a village -- about one-sixth of the total population in the northern part of the island.
However, Fong said, the scientific well is not a permanent solution to water shortage. It will also add to the burden of the villagers as the electricity consumption in the operation will be great, he said.
At present, villagers are opening new wells to solve the problem. But this action often leads to disputes among villagers on one hand, while on the other wells sunk too deep down into ground will result in the upsurge of saline water, Fong explained.
He also pointed out that the water shortage is not so serious in the southern part of the island because of the smaller population there, and because there are fewer farmers. Besides, the southern part is in a more favourable geographical position than the north, and this allows it to have more rainwater during the raining season, Fong added.
Supporting Fong’s argument, Chan Pak-yip, chairman of the Lamma Island (South) Rural Committee, stressed that the water supply is inadequate in the long run if they have to rely solely on wells and streams.
“Water shortage on the island not only affects the growing population but also hampers the budding tourism trade there” Chan said.
He said more people are going there for camping and picnicking, which make up potential development for the island.
Meanwhile, Morris Morgan, acting deputy secretary for the New Territories, said the Government has not scrapped the plan to connect a water supply pipeline to the island.
He explained that the plan has been delayed because the Government is making a balanced development scheme for the island.
Now that the draft of the scheme is ready, Morgan continued, the NTA will negotiate with village representatives to determine the size of the pipeline, which will depend on growing population on the island.  
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