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    Board 'heard full report' but... Students claim college affair 'mishandled' Why incident went straight to Board
The Young Reporter (1977, October 01), 10(01), pp. 1, 3.
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0001305





   
	

	


	
	
    
	
		
     圖文
  
	
     純文字
  
	
     PDF

  
	        
                
                

  





	
	
	
	
  
	

	

	
	
	
    
	
  

  
  MOST OF the seven students disciplined by the Baptist College, following an incident on August 11, feel the procedures which decided their fate were badly mishandled.
They make three specific allegations.
*Evidence presented during an Academic Board meeting on August 25 was not sufficient to justify their dismissal.
*No official charge sheet stating the alleged offences of the individual student was issued.
*The decision arrived at in the meeting was not representative because only 15 out of the 26 members present remained to participate in the voting, less than half the total membership of the board.
The seven disciplined students, together with 15 others who received warning letters were said to be involved in an illegal open- forum held in the college campus.
Police were called in by the school to intervene.
The seven students received letters of dismissal from the Academic Board on August 31 alleging they had infringed college regulation.
A special Academic Board meeting on September 23 revised the ruling so that four of the students would be given a “serious warning” instead of dismissal, provided they turned in “letters of remorse.”
But the seven students felt the disciplinary action decided on at the earlier board meeting was not fair in the first place.
Out of 26 members who turned up for the meeting, only 15 remained to participate in the voting. Eight voted for the dismissals, three opposed them, according to the minutes of the meeting. The incident was the last major item on the agenda.
Dr. William Hackett, head of Sociology and Social Work Department, who attended the board meeting said that since this was a very important issue, more members would have participated in the voting if the incident could be discussed first.
“I had no idea befpre hand that this topic will be discussed in the meeting,” he added.
Some of the students say the affair was so important that it should not have been voted on after 11 board members had already left.
Dr. Jack Chan, board secretary explained that the incident was not so serious as compared to other academic affairs listed on the agenda.
Jack Chan said he had been too busy to write a report for members before the meeting. “However, full reports of the incident were given during the discussion,” he added when asked if the students were right in claiming unsufficient evidence had been given to the board.
According to the minutes, two staff members of the Student Affairs Office were invited to present a detailed report on the incident.
Additional points were supplied by Vice-president, Dr. Jachin Chan who was also at the scene on the day. Members were asked to refer to some student publications which carried reports on the incident.
“No member raised any question or proposed pending of the issue during the 45 minutes discussion session, and the resolution was passed,” Jack Chan added.
The students say other student witnesses should have been asked to make reports on the affair as well.
And they add that it was strange that the investigation did not go through the Disciplinary Committee.
The Disciplinary Committee is a sub-committee of the Student Affairs Committee under the Academic Board. It has two student representatives nominated as members.
Explaining this point, Jack Chan said that since the staff of the Student Affairs Office were involved in the incident, the report was made by the officers directly to the Board.
The Vice-president Jachin Chan said the matter was so serious that it should be handled directly by the board.
The Rev. Robert Phillips, Dean of Student Affairs, said since most of the committee members were involved in the incident, it would have been unfair to have the case handled by the committee.
The students claim they were not properly informed of the offences they had committed which led to the dismissal actions.
They say that when first they asked for a written explanation, they were given only verbal advice.
Charges such as “insulting college staff, bad behaviour, making fun of officials, and arousing students’ emotions” were the explanation given by the Dean of Student Affairs, they claim.
On September 21, written explanations were available to the seven.
“There was no official signature from the Dean of Student Affairs,” said one student who showed his letter to TYR reporters.
Phillips said these letters were only for reference, not official charge sheets.
But Ms Wong Yee-sim claimed she received a warning letter from the college though she says she was not even in Hongkong when the incident broke out.
Phillips said that there was always a possibility of making mistakes in such a confused situation.  
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