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    Lack of manpower keeps... Over 100 buses of the roads
The Young Reporter (1977, October 15), 10(02), pp. 1.
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0012456
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  OVER 100 buses are out of service awaiting repairs because of a lack of technicians and engine parts, according to Tong Chiu-yin, chairman of the China Motor Bus Co. Ltd. Drivers’ Union.
He claims this and the shortage of drivers are the major factors causing poor bus services.
Tong said CMB buses usually operate 20 hours a day and breakdowns are common.
During the summer, there arc over 100 breakdowns a day.
A notice issued by the company in August asked drivers to keep their buses in service if they had minor defects such as excessive exhaust fumes, faulty handbrakes, or defective brake lights, and leave repair to be done at night because of the shortage of drivers and technicians.
Tong said only a handful of technicians are stationed at each major terminus.
CMB has a fleet of 700 buses, but only about 45 technicians on duty each day at the Operation Department.
The chairman of the drivers’ union said although there are no figures to show any connection between accidents and defective buses, there is potential danger.
Tong attributed the lack of technicians to poor promotion prospects at CMB.
He said it takes about eight years for an apprentice to be promoted to a technician, thus turning many people away from the job.
But Woo Wai-kwong, public relations officer of CMB, said the time taken for promotion depends on the individual performance of the apprentice.
Woo said CMB is now gradually replacing the old buses with new Jumbo buses so as to lessen the chances of breakdowns, and at the same time, increase the capacity to solve the driver-shortage problem.
Woo attributed the lack of engine parts to delays in delivery from England.  
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