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    Tombs law fails... Villager in grave rackets
The Young Reporter (1977, December 01), 10(04), pp. 1.
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0012509
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  ILLEGAL graveyard transactions are still being practised despite Government prohibition.
The current blackmarket price for each tomb varies from $4,000 to $5,000, depending on the fung-shui and the size of the tomb, said sources who had been involved in the graveyard selling business.
“The sum received will be shared among villagers of the village concerned,” the sources said.
They added that although the Government had prohibited the selling of burial land to outsiders, most villagers ignored the warnings because they think it is their right to deal with their own burial land.
Fu Say-so, an undertaker at the Universal Funeral Parlour, said the selling of New Territories burial lands were dealt with by village representatives rather than individual villagers.
“Usually the village representatives will, in addition to the price of the land, demand an extra 10 percent service charge,” said Fu, who admitted that he had been involved in some of the deals.
He added that mourners who want to find private land to bury their ancestors in the New Territories are often introduced to villagers by undertakers of various parlours.
Meanwhile, Ho Kai-yiu, land executive of Saikung District Office, warned urban mourners to beware of illegal transactions of burial lands.
People who buy New Territories burial lands from villagers are risking their money, because NTA officials will certainly dig out tombs that do not belong to villagers, he said.
Ho admitted that illegal tombs are still gradually being discovered in his district and said owners are usually given a month to remove the tombs.
Ho added that so far he had received no complaint about the illegal purchase or selling of burial land, but if he does, he will take action as it is against the law.
Pan Joe-yiu, committee member of the Fanling Rural Committee, admitted that he knew the illegal burial of outsiders existed in certain vilagesl [i.e. villages], but refused to comment on whether villagers discharge money from tomb owners.
“In fact, illegal burial is a common practice around villages such as Ngaukan, Taikeileng and Maipo (Santin) .” he added.
Another rural committee member of Patheung disagreed with Pang.
“We have never allowed any illegal tombs in our villages,” said Tang Tak-kow, vice chairman of Patheung Rural Committee.
“If any such illegal selling of burial land ever took place, the village representatives concerned must be held responsible,” he added.
Tang agreed that the lack of permanent public graveyards, together with the belief in fung-shui, may be the reason why urban mourners wish to bury their ancesters [i.e. ancestors] in the New Territories.  
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