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    Experienced lawyers needed but costly
The Young Reporter (1982, October 01), 15(01), pp. 1.
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0006648





   
	

	


	
	
    
	
		
     圖文
  
	
     純文字
  
	
     PDF

  
	        
                
                

  





	
	
	
	
  
	

	

	
	
	
    
	
  

  
  THE FREE legal assistance service run by the Hongkong Law Society will have difficulties in recruiting experienced lawyers if the Government does not substantially raise its subvention.
Although the Legal Advice and Assistance Scheme is now serving the magistrate courts primarily, the scheme administrator, Mr John Miller said there are complex cases which call for experienced lawyers.
However, the discrepancy between fees given to lawyers under the scheme and those in the Government Legal Aid Department is “about half”, Mr Miller said.
The difference became more marked this year when the Legal Aid. Department raised the minimum lawyer fee to $2,800 per day, while the lawyers in the scheme only received $1,250 for similar work.
“We are not screaming for money... but this is inadequate,” said Mr Miller.
He believes that the reason lies in the fact that the scheme is not under a Government department and in the wrong belief that it is a social service.
He warned that the rate will have to be raised, otherwise solicitors or barristers who are members of the scheme “cannot afford to belong to it.”
“Though lawyers are prepared to do things at a minimum, they cannot afford to do so if they are losing money,” he said.
“The lawyers there are helping people who will otherwise not get help,” he added.
The scheme which started in 1978, consists of two services: the Free Legal Advice Scheme and the Limited Legal Assistance in Magistracies Scheme.
The Free Legal Advice Scheme gives advice to those who are financially unable to employ private solicitors.
From two evening bureaus (Eastern and Mongkok) in 1978, the scheme has grown to six, the last of which, Shatin, was opened in April last year. The others are located in Wan- chai, Wongtaisin and Tsunwan District Offices.
Moreover, there are nine scheduled offences presently undertaken by the Limited Legal Assistance in Magistracies Scheme.
The scheme, which wholly depends on Government subvention, receives $7 million in the current financial year.
This is “miniature and minute” compared with the $44 million the Government handed out to the Legal Aid Department, Mr Miller said.
Although the Government only offered $5.2 million to the scheme last year, it had been able to handle a total of 12,000 cases in courts and Mr Miller described this as “very good value for money”
The Law Society has proposed to the Government to double its subvention to the scheme, according to Mr Miller.
And it is understood that crucial meetings will be held later this month to decide whether this proposal would be accepted by the Government.  
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