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    Legal Dept may take over all prosecutions
The Young Reporter (1982, October 15), 15(02), pp. 1.
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0001411
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  THE LEGAL Department intends to take over the prosecution in all magistracies, the Assistant to Attorney General, Mr Bill J. Marshall said.
However, he said, the idea was still in the preliminary stages and no concrete plan had yet been made.
Only 32 prosecutors of four magistracies, Sanpokong, Western, Causeway Bay and South Kowloon, are now from the Legal Department.
In the other four magistracies, Kwuntong, Fanling, Tsunwan and North Kowloon, prosecutions are mostly conducted by 16 police inspectors, he said.
Under Section 13 of Magistrate Ordinance, the Attorney General can appoint any Government officers to conduct prosecutions before a magistrate.
The Chief Inspector of North Kowloon Magistracy, Mr Chwang Tien-fook, agreed that Legal Department should be solely responsible for all prosecutions.
With the increasing complexities of Government structure, each department should have its unique function. Hence, the police should deal with maintaining law and order while the Legal Department with legal matters.
“Moreover, if prosecutors have close connection with the police they may be biased towards the accused. This is against the principle of justice,” he said.
He also said that the move could relieve the burden of the police.
For many years, police inspectors have been appointed as prosecutors because they are professionally trained to handle criminal cases and can learn more about legal work in court proceedings.
“Furthermore, they are more familiar with the whole event of criminal case which can assist the prosecution,” Mr Chwang explained.
Asked about recruitment of prosecutors, a Sanpokong Magistracy’s prosecutor said the response had been good.
“There are over 1,000 applicants for the few vacancies in the recent recruitment. This may mainly be attributed to the challenging nature of the job,” he said.
The successful applicants undergo a training course of nine months.
“Lectures such as on law, court procedures, how to conduct a criminal case, are given by Crown Counsel and law experts,” Mr Marshall said.
A prosecutor must at least be a matriculant, but nearly half of the practising prosecutors are university graduates.
But four years ago when the Government first decided to send five Legal Department officers to conduct prosecutions, a From V graduate was already qualified.
As their performance were good, the Department later recruited and sent more prosecutors to the magistracies.  
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