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    Special group examines Chinese herbal medicine
The Young Reporter (1982, November 15), 15(04), pp. 1.
 記者: Ursula Yeung. 
永久網址 - https://sys01.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/bujspa/purl.php?&did=bujspa0001470
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  By URSULA YEUNG
THE MEDICAL and Health Department may set up a working group to analyse local and imported drugs made from Chinese herbs.
However, the Department has not made a decision yet, said a Senior Government Pharmacist, Mrs J. G. Sen.
Although the Department suggested setting up the group more than a year ago, manpower shortage had hindered action, she said.
“At present, only drugs containing chemical ingredients need registration in the Pharmacy and Poison Board of the Medical and Health Department,” she said.
“Drugs made purely from Chinese herbal medicine and other non-medical ingredients are not controlled by the Department.
“It is difficult for the Department to control these drugs since the Department has little information concerning Chinese herbal medicines and their properties, such as their strength and composition,” she said.
If drugs made purely from Chinese herbal medicines are found not suitable for consumption, all the Department could do now is to warn the public of the possible hazard on their health if they use them.
She said one should always consult a doctor before taking any drug the effects of which he is uncertain about.
“Doctors’ prescriptions must be presented when one wants to buy those drugs from dispensaries,” she said.
An imported or local drug which contains chemical ingredients has to be analysed by the Government laboratories before it is allowed to be sold in local dispensaries.
If all information on the drug is submitted, we still need four to five months to analyse it, she said.
“Drugs accessible to countries, with advanced medical technology, such as the U.S. and U.K., are more likely to be allowed in the Hongkong market,” she said.
“Drugs banned by the exporting country would also be banned in Hongkong,” she said.
Manufacturers and wholesales dealers of these drugs are responsible for taking back all bottles which have already been distributed to dispensaries.
When asked whether the Department was informed of a list of more than 200 drugs produced in China which might be banned later this year in the mainland, the pharmacist said the Department had not yet received any official notice.
Even if official notice is given by China, the Department will not immediately ban those drugs, but will deal with each before taking a decision, she said.  
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