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    Pornography, violence contaminate comic books More recreation steers children from bad comics
The Young Reporter (1973, June 05), 05(14), pp. 1, 16.
 Author: Kenneth Chu. 
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  BY KENNETH CHU
Sex and violence have replaced Snow White and Uncle Popeye in local Chinese-language comic books for children.
Comics of “unhealthy” contents have been flooding children’s market.
These so-called comic books cost from 10 to 60 cents each — prices which children could easily afford.
With covers in colour, these comics were printed in black and white. The cover is, more often than not, the most sensational and repugnant picture in the whole book which depicts bloodshed or sexual intercourse. These cartoons have become the main attraction to the children.
The plots mainly concern revenge, triad activities, police impotence, drug-taking and trafficking and prostitution. But the presentation is primarily focused on gross exaggeration of sex and violence.
John Nash, a Hongkong University psychology lecturer, said he believed that these books would implant in a child’s mind sick and distorted attitudes on sex and predisposition to violence. He said in the local situation, the effects would be more negative.
“Overcrowding is one reason and movie trend is another, since most of the films shown in local cinemas concentrate on either sex or violence.
“This would often mean that children are barred from having this medium for entertainment. Some publishers may manipulate this situation and produce such comic books for the children as substitutes for movie-going,” he said.
Nash said there were not enough alternatives for the children. Projects such as the Outward Bound School could only benefit a minority of children in Hongkong.
Dr. C. Kenneth Locke, a Baptist Bollege psychology lecturer, said the effects of sex and violence in these comics on children depend on the individual child. He said the more real a child saw the violence or sex, the more the effect it would have on him.
Locke said if the children just read the comic for fun sometimes, the effects would not be harmful.
PSYCHOLOGY
“One school of psychology says that such comics may relieve a child’s distress or fantasy. After reading them, he may then be less aggressive,” he said.
“If the society as a whole sees sex and violence as real parts of life, then these comics tend to reinforce such views,” he said.
He suggested children’s recreational activities be increased as one effective way to discourage the publishers.
Nash said the Government should impose strict censorship on such books. He purposed the authorities conduct a massive research to find out what actual effects these comics had already had on the children.
A survey on the circulation and readership of these comics was conducted by the Western City District Office last December.
Tam Wing-pong, liason officer of the office, said the circulation of these books was incredible.
“The survey showed that each newsstand owner in the district sold about 30 to 40 copies daily,” he said.
Tam said there were 208 copies of these comics collected in the southeast sector of the district during the survey. Among these, 101 depicted violence, 68 and 39 demonstrated sex and horror, respectively.
CRUDE SURVEY
Tam said the crude survey showed that out of a sample of 342 children between 12 and 14 years old, 177 said they read these comics.
He said there were more and more of these comic books being published because there were no strict regulations controlling the publishers.
The Indecent Exhibition Ordinance provides that “no person shall, on payment or gratuity expose to public view any written or printed matter... which is of an indecent, obscene, revolting or offensive nature.”
“Hence the sellers of these unhealthy comics can be proved to be law-breakers though whether a book is offensive is very much a matter of opinion. Yet these comic books are both revolting and offensive to me,” said Tam.
These comics are controlled by the provision of the Book Registration Ordinance. They have to be registered in the Book Registration Division of the Urban Services Department. The power to determine whether the books are obscene lies with the Secretariat of Home Affairs.  
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