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  BY HENRY CHENG
Hongkong students now attending middle schools which used Chinese as the teaching medium would face exclusion from the Chinese University (CU) within a few years if there were no reform in the Colony’s educational system and no changes in the people’s attitude toward Chinese-medium education.
This dire warning came from Dr. Alan Etherton, senior CU lecturer in English, who predicted that some 15,000 students now in Middle 1 (Form 1) of Chinese schools would fail to pass the CU matriculation examination in six years’ time.
Their places at the university would be completely taken over by Anglo- Chinese (A-C) school graduates who had been competing for admission to CU in increasing numbers.
Etherton came to this conclusion after studying the results of CU entrance examinations for the past several years.
These results showed that the rate of Chinese school candidates passing the English paper had dropped from 90 per cent in 1966 to 42 per cent this year.
Under existing entrance requirements, flunking English meant an automatic failure in the entire examination regardless of how successful a candidate might have been in other subjects, Etherton pointed out.
Therefore, if this trend continued, he added, by 1980 or ealier, the wpass” percentage of the Chinese school candidates would reach zero.
“When that happens, we would have no freshmen from the Chinese schools at all,” Etherton said.
His study also revealed that the number of A-C students sitting for the CU matriculation had jumped 313 per cent.  
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