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    Workers, radicals launch 3 papers Underground editors finance own papers
The Young Reporter (1973, December 15), 06(05), pp. 1, 8.
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  BY JOSEPH CHEUNG AND ALLAN LEE
A group of self-styled Marxist students and factory workers have launched three underground newspapers in the past fortnight.
Two of these tabloids, The Young Worker and Women’s Rights, have not been registered with the Secretariat for Home Affairs.
The third paper, The 70’s Weekly, is a revived version of the defunct 70’s Biweekly.
About 1,000 copies of each paper are distributed free in the streets and through the mail.
In the current issue of The Young Worker, its logotype was embellished with a pair of chained fists, symbolising the editors’ belief that Hongkong’s labour class is being suppressed by the capitalists.
The paper highlighted a recent labour dispute in a local electronics factory. Other articles urged the readers to organise and discussed such topics as union bureaucracy, aftermath revision and future planning in elevating self- consciousness through “learning”.
Throughout all of the articles, abusive terms such as calling policemen “professional fighters” and such Communist lexicon as “struggle” and “working class” were employed.
Written in colloquial Chinese, most of the articles had been contributed by the workers, according to Chung Wai-hung, a member of the publication’s staff.
Women’s Rights devoted its entire two-page issue to attacking the Miss Hongkong Festival contest. On one page was a caricature of a contestant whose body had been subdivided into various parts, each of which bore a tag attesting to its ownership or sponsorship. For example, on the face was a tag reading: “Reserved for a cosmetics manufacturer.”
‘FLESH MARKET’
On the reverse page was an article which likened the beauty contest to “a market for human flesh comparable to a dog show.”
Chung said Women’s Rights was the publication of an unidentified women’s liberation group though all three papers shared the same editorial offices at 72 Hennessy Rd., Wanchai.
Tsui Pak-tai, another editor, said: “We are anti-capitalists. Our aim in publishing the papers is to spread our ideology to both the factory workers and the students.
“As we are all Marxists, there is no ranking among us. We address each other simply as brothers and sisters.”
There are about 20 members in the editorial department.
Several of the staffers were said to be former Red Guards. Topics discussed during pre-publication meetings were mainly political.
Several districts in the Colony were selected for distribution of the papers.
“We use different locations which we feel would have the greatest number of potenital [i.e. potential] readers, depending on the readership appeal of the different publications,” Tsui explained.
“For example, we distributed The Young Worker in such factory areas as Kwuntong and Quarry Bay.”
Tang Way, another editorial member, said money for the publications came from the members’ own pockets.
All of the staff members work on a voluntary basis, receiving no pay. “We are working for our interest,” Tang said.
The Government has not been notified of the existence of these three papers. A police spokesman said his department had received no complaints concerning these publications.
“But distribution of such papers without a permit in the streets is illegal,” he said.  
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