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  TAXI drivers have not yet demanded to change their holiday schedule despite a labour ordinance which provides seven consecutive days’ holiday to any worker earning less than $2,000.
The ordinance, which came into effect since January 1 this year, stipulates that all workers who have worked at least six hours a day for four weeks consecutively and with a salary under $2,000 are entitled to seven consecutive days of holiday.
A labour spokesman pointed out that this ordinance also includes taxi drivers.
But taxi drivers, working almost 10 hours a day with only four days' holiday every month, do not seem to be much concerned.
Cheung, an experienced taxi driver, said in their business, it is difficult to find drivers to take their place for seven consecutive days.
Already, he said, there is a lack of taxi ctivcrs which constitutes the main reason for their long working hours and few holidays.
At present, taxi drivers work two shifts a day - from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 5 p.m. to 3 a.m. And they usually get two days' holiday every alternate week.
Li, a taxi driver in the Silver Star Co. for two years, said taxi drivers take turn for their holidays and they generally do not have public holidays, but are given other days to make it up.
A taxi driver, who declined to disclose his name, said to maintain a daily income of $150, taxi drivers employed by companies have to work at least 10 hours a day.
Yet $60 is deducted from the business made during the day with the remaining amount shared with the taxi company. Other than that, these drivers have a basic daily salary of $18.
Not all taxi drivers are employed by taxi companies. Some rent their taxis from the company at a rate of $60 a day and these drivers do not enjoy any welfare from the company.
But they still have to work over eight hours a day to cover their expenses in fuel and rent, said a taxi driver who rents his car from Chip Fei Motors and Taxi Co.
The driver said the taxi company has scheduled a timetable tor renting and every month they get two davs off.
The third type of taxi drivers are those who own their cars.
But according to M.O.Lau, assistant officer of the Taxi Fellow Businessmen and Workmen Compensation Mutual Insurance Society, only one-eighth of the 14,000 taxi drivers are owners as the price of a taxi exceeds $200,000 and they have to pay an annual licence fee of $500.
Lau pointed out that very often a taxi driver has to compromise with the employer concerning holidays.  
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