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  NEGLIGENCE and poor maintenance of generation plants often incur power breakdowns at the Tsingyi Power Station, claimed a technical assistant of China Light and Power Co.
The technician claimed faults often occur but senior officials at the power station seem to turn a blind eye to such mechanical failures.
These faults if not duly attended to will handicap the proper functioning of the overall generation system, he said.
“All they are concerned with is to keep the plants, or units, running so as not to affect the regular electricity supply to consumers in Kowloon and the New Territories,” he said.
This means a generator may be put on load as quickly as possible, without first thoroughly going through the reliability test required prior to the operation of a unit, he said.
Such operation method can easily damage the generators and affect the power supply in the long run.
The regional blackout on February 28 affecting more than 300,000 people in Kowloon and the New Territories is already a warning of faulty operation, the technician alleged.
“I believe the company adopts a piecemeal approach in tackling faults which happen now and then in power transmission, distribution and generation, instead of attending to the overall maintenance of the plants,” the technician commented.
He said if the company had been more careful in looking after their plants, the annual amount spent on repair should have been smaller.
He added that there is yet a lot to be desired on the management side as staff members at the station are evasive in shouldering responsbilities [i.e. responsibilities].
But Steven Poon, systems planning engineer of China Light and Power Co., denied that there are inadequate maintenance and mismanagement on Tsingyi.
“I don’t see any problem in the entire system,” he said, “In fact, the present generating system has been much improved
He said faults are inevitable in generation plants, and the failure rate is normal as compared to other “well-established”, countries.
The engineer said that rarely are there any breakdowns incurred through negligence, but are usually caused by the mechanical design of the plants which fail to cater to certain preventive means.
The company has round-the-clock emergency service in each district and a detection system which helps to locate any faults in the entire power supply system.
If there is a serious failure when three or four generation units break down simultaneously, the station will then disconnect the generation system from the transmission system, or “automatic underfrequency disconnection of load.”
But disconnection is on a selective basis where essential customers such as hospitals and multi-storey buildings, are left on with their electricity supply, Poon said.
Meanwhile, China Light will set up a new power station in Tuenmun. The station will have four generation plants each having a capacity of 350 megawatts - the largest yet seen in Hongkong.
The plants will be installed in two phases: two built between 1978 and 1983, and the other two between 1983 and 1987.
The venture will involve an investment of $8.4 billion from Kowloon Electrical Supply Co., a new subsidiary jointly owned by China Light and Eastern Energy.  
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