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    Artistes slam RTHK low pay
The Young Reporter (1978, October 15), 11(02), pp. 1.
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  SOME of the television contract artistes taking part in Government television programmes complain they are not being paid enough.
The artistes, no matter how famous they are, receive $120 for a half-hour show.
This has been the practice for more than six years — since the first Radio, Television Hongkong (RTHK) production of “Under the Lion Rock” .
Chu Hak, a standing member of the executive committee of the defunct Commercial Television station, said the Government had simply forgotten the rising living costs in Hongkong.
“It is rather ridiculous for the $120 pay to be maintained for five to six years without any adjustment, though civil servants have had their pay increased at least two times,” Chu remarked.
“Such payment is degrading to the contract artistes, especially for the top ones who receive more than $500 for a half-hour commercially-sponsored show,” he said.
Simon Lun, acting director (television) of RTHK, admitted the situation has remained static for a long time, but the station is not prepared to increase the pay due to financial restrictions.
Moreover, the payment only applies to contract artistes of the two televisions who are invited to participate in the shows,” Lun said.
“But for the extras — artistes on temporary basis — the pay is even lower,” he added.
“RTHK is not really a television station, and so we can only manage with a limited budget,” Lun added.
However, many contract artistes at the two television station are losing sympathy for RTHK’s budget problems.
A group at Hongkong Television Broadcasts Ltd. (TVB), who mostly take part in the station’s oldest programme — “Enjoy Yourself Tonight”, say they usually avoid RTHK invitations because of the low pay.  
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