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  ALTHOUGH the Community Chest is able to raise millions of dollars a year, not many voluntary agencies like to join it.
In most cases, the agencies do not want to give up their own fundraising campaigns, a practice the Community Chest discourages.
At present, there are 405 voluntary social welfare organisations. Of these 75 are members of the Chest.
The development programme secretary of the Hongkong Boys and Girls Association, Mr Mak Lik-sun, said the collected money in their fund-raising programmes is more than the amount the Chest can offer.
“Don’t be misled by the big sum raised by the Chest every year,” he said. “This year it collected $20 million, but in fact, it can only support 10-15 per cent of the budget of each member agency.”
Mr Mak said much of the operation fund comes from Government subvention.
Some agencies feel that being member of the Chest would delay their projects because of the slowness in getting approval for funds.
The superintendent of Hongkong Soceity for the Protection of Children, Miss Pauline Kwok, said the society has a strong fund-raising committee.
“We don’t have to wait for funds if we want to carry out expansion or projects of an urgent nature,” Miss Kwok said.
Mr James Ch’ien, superintendent of social services of the Society for the Aid and Rehabilitation of Drug Abusers, said the nature of this organisation makes it worthwhile to join the Chest.
“It is advantageous to us to be a member for we serve drug addicts.
“We think that fund-raising can be more efficiently achieved by the Chest because people are not generally sympathetic towards drug addicts. It is unlikely that the public would support us enthusiastically if we did our own fundraising.”
Mr Ch’ ien said it would be more productive for agencies to concentrate on professional social service than to “man tables at the Star Ferry selling tickets.”
The spokesman for the Community Chest, Mrs Brigitta Wong, said that of the 400-odd voluntary agencies, many are small one.
“Therefore they can easily meet their expenses with a few fund-raising programmes,” she said.
Some agencies, Mrs Wong said, are unwilling to give up fund-raising because of tradition.
“For instance, it has been traditional for the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals to hold a fund-raising campaign every year.”
Another reason for agencies not joining the Chest is that they do not need the money.
“Po Leung Kuk has a traditional practice of the chairman and the committee members making financial contributions to the Kuk. They are the Kuk’s main financial source,” she said.
“But generally speaking, most big agencies are Chest members,” she added.  
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