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  By Nancy Ching
STUDENTS from Hongkong and South East Asia will have one more-chance to pursue higher studies when the University of Macau starts enrollment next year.
“Consideration will be given to awarding higher degrees after the University has been running for some time,” said Miss Selina Lee, assistant director of the University’s planning office here.
The Macau Government has granted free land on Taipa Island where the campus will be built. The site will cover 100,000 square metres.
“But government will not subsidize the University, except for some special courses, it might want,” said Miss Lee.
The University of Macau will be a private, non-profit residential institution. It will have full autonomy and will offer all academic disciplines and grant first and higher degrees.
“Being a private institution,” Miss Lee said, “it will charge fees high enough in general to balance the costs of providing higher education.”
“Therefore, students will be required to pay fees which will be a little higher than those of public universities,” she added. School fees and other costs of services have not yet been fixed.
“The lack of adequate university places in Hongkong and South East Asia have forced many students to go to the United States, Canada and United Kingdom.
“The new University will be a boon to these students since universities abroad now are stricter with quotas and tuition fees have soared,” Miss Lee said.
The Macau University will also serve to meet the need for a better-educated workforce in Macau.
Detailed qualifications and application procedures will be worked out soon. Miss Lee said that applicants will probably have to possess a number of subjects in the GCE ‘A’ Level examination or the equivalent. “They may also be asked to sit for an aptitude test.”
A junior college will therefore be set up to provide a two-year sixth-form study leading to the entrance qualification.
The University will be built in four phases. Construction on the initial phase will start in May this year. Site work has already begun.
About 500 undergraduates will be admitted in the first phase in 1981. An additional 500 will be admitted each subsequent year, up to the planned total of 2,000 by 1985 when the construction is completed.
Initially, the University plans to set up three faculties, each of three years’ duration.
For a Bachelor of Arts degree, the subjects will include English, Chinese and Portuguese languages and literature, history, mathematics, philosophy and possibly fine arts and music.
Undergraduates will have to read economics, statistics, geography, psychology for a Bachelor of Social Science degree.
The third degree offered will be a Bachelor in Business Administration - with courses in accounting, finance, marketing, personnel management, economics, language, property management and valuation.
Staff will be recruited from various countries on terms comparable with those of university staff in Hongkong. Teachers from other universities of distinction will be appointed external examiners for the degree examination.
The official teaching and working languages of the University will be English, Chinese and Portuguese. “And English, being a world language, will be the main medium,” Miss Lee said.
The body of sponsors for the University comprises bankers, professionals, industrialists, land developers and others. They are from Macau, Hongkong, South East Asia, Canada, the States and elsewhere.  
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