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    Kowloon Tong wants taller buildings
The Young Reporter (1980, April 15), 12(11), pp. 1.
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  LANDLORDS in the Kowloon Tong area are demanding “fair treatment” over building regulations.
Located along the flight path to the airport, buildings north of Cornwall Street, south of Boundary Street, east of Waterloo Road and west of Kowloon-Canton Railway must not be higher than 150 feet.
Landlords complain that they have to restrict buildings to two storeys or 35 feet high. Also that 30 per cent of the land must be used for residential construction with each building for one family only.
The complaints were lodged through Dr Denny Huang, chairman of the Kowloon Tong House Owners Association.
He drew attention to the fact that Baptist Hospital and the Kowloon Tong Barracks, located along the flight path, are multi-storey buildings.
Not that all landlords want to build higher houses. We just want to be fairly treated,” he said.
“As it is, Hongkong lacks high class houses. If we are allowed to rebuild our houses into multi-storeys, it may help to reduce the shortage,” he said.
The chairman said that in 1974 and 1976, the Kowloon Tong House Owners Association talked to the Office of the Unofficial Members of the Executive and Legislative Councils (UMELCO), but received no concrete reply.
The Government has said that if all house owners in Kowloon Tong agreed to rebuild their houses into multistorey, the Government may approve.
“But, this means that we will never get Government approval because we won’t be able to get a unanimous vote,” said Dr Huang.
Any property owner in Kowloon Tong can be a member of the Association. There are 170 members only. Only three properties are owned by the Government.
“I think the reason why Government has turned down our redevelopment plans is because there are still some Crown land in the area waiting to be sold.”
“If we are allowed to build higher houses, the price of the unsold Crown land will be lower because people will prefer our land to the Crown land,” he said.  
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