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    KCR: Little change till electrification completed
The Young Reporter (1980, October 01), 13(01), pp. 1.
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  ALL 12 Kowloon-Canton-Railway diesel-electrical locomotives were used since mid-1950’s, while some of the carriages were designed as far back as 1910.
But replacing them at present is out of the question, the KCR said. And things won’t really improve until the project of modernisation and electrification, started in 1979, is completed in April 1982.
Much concern has been expressed about the ancient equipment and rolling stock KCR is still using. Accidents on and off the train have occured frequently.
This year, up to July, there had been 16 on-train accidents in which one passenger was killed and 15 injured.
Off-train, three people had died when they carelessly wandered on-track in the path of on-coming trains. Four others had been injured in this way also.
On-train accidents had been blamed on the old design of the carriages which people say cannot cope with the present-day over-crowding train travelling in Hong Kong.
The senior inspector of the Shatin maintenance depot of KCR, Mr T.L. Law said, “We’re doing all we can. It’s difficult to prevent people coming on or getting off trains when they shouldn’t. There are so many openings in each car.”
The KCR also says they don’t have enough staff to direct and control commuters at stations along the route to the border.
Trains are fully packed especially on Sundays and holidays. Passengers often show a dangerous recklessness, dangling their legs out. Others take up dangerous standing positions on the train steps and in goods cars.
“Safety is the major concern of the KCR,” Mr Law said. “Locomotives and cars are maintained to the highest degree of safety.”
Mr Law says that all equipments and facilities are inspected regularly. “The cars are examined every three years, and the engines are constantly checked to ensure they are in good and safe running order.”
Although it is not possible to make any dramatic changes to the facilities, Mr Law said, such things as new windows will be installed, new chairs and proper gates too. These will be affected before the electrification is completed, he added.  
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