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    Traffic moves slowly as NT population grows fast
The Young Reporter (1980, October 15), 13(02), pp. 1.
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  TRAFFIC at Laichikok Bridge and Castle Peak Road is expected to slow down in the next few years as the population in the Western New Territories increases at a fast pace.
Government has shelved the Western Kowloon corridor, which would aid traffic flow between Laichikok and Yaumati.
It is not known when the project will be activated, spokesman for both the PWD and Transport Department said. But certainly not before 1984 as scheduled.
Information officer of the PWD Mr Gordon Tam said, “The last two parts of the four-stage project might commence in three or four years, provided the Governments gives the go-ahead.”
Even at that the corridor would very unlikely be finished before 1986.
That year the population in Western New Territories (Tsuenwan, Tuenmun and Yuenlong) will be 1,417,000 more than double the present, according to the New Territories Administration.
And although the MTR Tsuenwan Extention is expected to start service in late 1982 and there will be a ferry service between Tuenmun and Kowloon, the cheapest way to commute will still by bus along the Western Kowloon corridor.
Only Stage I of the corridor project, a flyover between Taikoktsui Road and Tung chau Street will be completed by the end of this year.
The construction of the second phase of Stage II, an elevated link between Tungchau Street and the Shumshuipo ferry pier concourse was suspended in January, for economic reasons.
The construction of the second phase of Stage II, an elevated link between Tungchau Street and the Shumshuipo ferry pier concourse was suspended in January, for economic reasons.
But construction of this section will be resumed this month, taking 20 months to complete, Mr Gordon Tam said.  
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