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  RACKETEERS have been doing a roaring trade selling illegal gaves in the New Territories.
They are connected with some New Territories villagers who provide graveyards in their villages for money.
Also land companies, usually backed by the villagers sell the graveyards in the black market $5,000 to $150,000.
According to a funeral sales representative, a graveyard with nice fungshui four months ago was sold for $300,000 three times the highest cost in cemeteries.
By law, the land concerned cannot be used for burials. And indigenous villagers in the New Territories can be buried on rural land.
The maximum penalty for an illegal burial is a fine of $1,000 and imprisonment for six months.
An New Territories Services Department spokesman said illegal burials are contrary to the proper development of the countryside and may become fire hazards during the graves- visiting season.
The department has removed more than 1.500 illagal graves in the past two years. Most of them have been reinterred in Sandy Ridge Cemelery [i.e. Cemetery].
“But illegal graves are still being built at Taipokau and Yeunlong,” the spokesman said.  


  
    



  
 

 
  
  
  
  Headlines
  

  [image: ]

  





