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    Car hi-fi's are potential accident hazard—HKAA
The Young Reporter (1980, November 15), 13(04), pp. 1.
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  By Chiu Kit-ying
MODERN and sophisticated hi-fi’s installed in cars are possible traffic accidents hazards, the Hongkong Automobile Association warned.
The Public Relations Officer of the HKAA Mr Gary Lau said drivers would be completely oblivious of the sounds outside when the amplifiers are on loud and the car windows shut.
“This would bring them into a state equivalent to deafness. Drivers would not be able to hear the car horns nearby or the alarms of ambulances, fire engines and police patrol cars, which would be very dangerous indeed.”
Deaf people are not allowed to drive in Hongkong, according to the law.
DISTRACTION
Mr Lau expressed the concern that the attention of the drivers would be distracted and their emotions also excited by the music which would make them drive faster.
He urged drivers to be especially alert when driving on dull and monotonous journeys such as on the Tuen Mun Highway.
He said he had heard of accidents happening in foreign countries while drivers are listening to music in their cars.
He said although there is no proof that the accidents were directly caused by the installed hi-fi’s, “the effects of the amplifiers on the drivers can easily be spotted.”
RISK
Some traffic policemen said they sometimes arrived at the scene of accidents to find car radios still on.
However, the Chief Staff Inspector of the Road Safety Unit of the Police Force Mr Ma Kam-shun said, “It is debatable whether this kind of high output hi-fi is a potential risk or not, since up to now there has been no concrete proof.
“Drivers are free to enjoy themselves,” he said. He added however that accidents may occur if drivers committed themselves too much to the music when driving.
He said that as most cars are installed with air-conditioners nowadays, hearing become the minor element in driving, and drivers have to rely almost entirely on their sight.
The Government has no immediate plans to ban hi-fi’s in cars, he said.
Although TV sets are not permitted by law to be fitted to motor vehicles, there is no regulation on sound equipment.
It has become fashionable to equip cars with sophisticated sound equipment. Statistics of the Census and Statistics Department show that in August alone, 8,357 sets of sound equipment specially designed for cars were imported.
Some sophisticated ones have output of 50 watts per side on their stereo amplifiers.
More and more owners of new cars have asked for radios and stereos, said Mr M. Y. Chan, the Sales Manager of the Harper Motor Services Company.
“Of our cars sold 80% had sound equipment,” he said.  
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