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  Some 700 Taihangtung villagers are considering to stage a sit-in to ask for the restoration of electricity supply which has been cut last August because the China Light and Power Co. said electricity supply to the villagers was illegal.
Kan Yiu-sum, a spokesman for the Tunghing Lane and Yungsing Lane villagers, said they could tolerate the inconvenience no longer.
ACCIDENTS
Kan said there were several accidents caused by using candles and kerosene lamps. He cited one case in which a little girl’s hair was burned while she was studying by candlelight.
“If electricity is dangerous to the squatters, so is the using of candles and kerosene lamps,” Kan said.
When asked about electricity supply for the villages, S. T. Wellby, consumer engineer of the China Light, said the company was undecided whether to supply electricity to the villagers because the squatter huts where most villagers live were temporary.
He explained that there must be a suitable place for the construction of an underground transformer compound with safe meter-rooms. But he said this was not available in the villages. He said electrical short circuit had always been an imminent danger as the electrical wiring was formerly haphazardly put up in the squatter huts.
SAFETY CHECKS
Wellby said his company was responsible for checking whether consumers’ electricity supply systems were safe.
The villagers have written to Colonial Secretary Sir Hugh Norman-Walker to ask for help. They are still waiting for an answer.
According to Ng Poon-pui, resettlement officer of the Squatter Control Unit, the squatter huts in the villages were rebuilt and registered as “tolerated structure” after a fire in 1969.
Since 1967, the villagers obtained their electricity through connecting wires with other adjoining premises on Toyuen Street. Individual electric consumption meters were installed in each house and residents were charged accordingly. Some bought electricity from other sources in the district in higher charges of 20 to 30 cents per unit of electricity.
In August this year, the wires were suddenly cut by the company as the wiring was considered to be illegal.  
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