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  BY BETTY LO
The proposed stop-and-search anticrime device would provide ample opportunities for corruption, said Edmund Chow, secretary of the Hongkong Civic Assn.
“The police can use the device to squeeze money from the public,” he said.
“If this device were carried out improperly, it might arouse adverse feelings from the public.
“I’m not accusing all the police, but I just want to emphasise the importance of justice, and I don't want to see the public suffer just because of a few bad elements on the public force.
“The fair way is to carry out the search in the presence of a high ranking police officer.”
Urban Councillor Mrs. Elsie Elliot said the stop-and-search method could be effective to curb crime as long as the police act in a “civilised and proper manner”.
“There have been complaints about some policemen assaulting innocent residents,”she said.
Attorney General Denys T. E. Roberts earlier had said the device would deter substantially the growing habit of gangs carrying offensive weapons.
He told a recent meeting of the Legislative Council that the first phase of the anticrime blueprint consisted of a mandatory minimum six-month imprisonment or a detention order for those convicted of possessing an offensive weapon for the first time.
It also raised the maximum punishment for such crimes from two to three years, he said.
Roberts said if these new anticrime measures failed to reduce the crime rate, the Government would consider still harsher approaches to the problem.
He said the second phase of the blueprint would contain the introduction of a preventive detention system to keep out criminals who were convicted of serious offences on three or more occasions.
The detention period would last from five to 14 years, Roberts said.
He said compulsory corporal punishment for specific offences would be considered by the Government within the second phase.
Commenting on the preventive detention system, Chow said the detention period should be flexible.
“Close observation of the convicts' behaviours in prison to see if they have improved is necessary,” he said.
Chow said the physical conditions of each individual should be considered in corporal punishment cases.
Ian MacCallum, secretary of the Hongkong Branch of Justice, said the minimum six-month imprisonment was inadequate. He suggested that Hongkong adopt legislations similar to those of the United Kingdom which were characterised by shorter sentences but heavier fines.
“I think Hongkong should not use the preventive detention system as it has failed in Britain,” he said.
P. C. Woo, a lawyer and an unofficial Executive Councillor, said Hongkong should adopt the traditional Chinese laws which were harsher than those of the Western countries.
“Although the preventive detention system is not successful in the United Kingdom, I think it would be effective in Hongkong. Meanwhile, prisoners should be subjected to more forced labour. I am in favour of the use of corporal punishment as one way to deter crimes, he said.
Henry Hu, a Queen’s counsel, said it was justifiable to impose harsh measures on the criminals when crime was out of control.
“Though it is not democratic, yet such measures should be employed as temporary deterrents. But review into its effects and results after its imposition for a certain period of time is needed. And once crimes have been put under control, such measures should be repealed.
“As for corporal punishment, the police should not keep any record of the offender so as to give him a chance to reform” Hu said.
Other civic leaders thought that social factors should also be considered to curb the crime rate.
“Only the police force is not enough, a general overall plan is essential ” Miss Sansan Ching, vice-chairwoman of the Women’s and Youth’s Group of the Civic Assn.
She called for in-depth studies of the educational system and social structure to find out the causes of the rising crime rate.
“Moral education is being de-emphasised in schools,” Chow said. “Constant pressure exerted by examinations and the over-emphasis on the textbooks give rise to escapism among the teenagers.”
Mrs. Elliot suggested the Government inspect every aspect of the society while imposing harsher measures.  
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