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  Taxi fares for long-distance rides will be doubled if proposed uniform rates for Hongkong and Kowloon based on the metric system are adopted by the Government.
The proposed rates, according to Senior Transport Officer Peter Miller, will be $1.50 for the first two kilometers, or 1.25 miles, of the ride, compared to the present $1.50 per first mile on the Island and $1 for Kowloon taxis.
Charges for longer rides will be 50 cents per subsequent half kilometer, or five sixteenths of a mile. This means that the charge for 1.6 kilometers or one mile, will be $1.60, or twice the present fare of 80 cents.
Miller said the new rates would go into effect only if the Government approved uniform rates for both Hongkong and Kowloon-based taxicabs. This dezoning proposal has been under consideration by the Government and the Transport Advisory Committee for some time.
The dezoning decision will be based on the results of a two-month survey being conducted by the Transport Department to find out the amount of profit made by the taxi operators.
The survey began earlier this month.
Once dezoning is approved and the new fare system goes into effect, all taxis will be allowed to ply their trade on either side of the harbour, Miller said.
Law Man-chee, secretary of the Hongkong Taxi Operators Assn., said he had not been informed of the suggested fare revision but believed that the taxi trade would suffer a decline if the new system were adopted. He explained that passengers travelling within one mile would not be affected much while those travelling a long way would have to pay more.
“The association has been in close contact with the Transport Department concerning the dezoning system. I think the proposal would be implemented after the current survey is completed, he said.
Law said Kowloon taxi operators would welcome uniform fares.
“The cost of operating a taxi is the same on either side of the harbour. But taxi operators on the Island earn more,” Law said.
A Transport Advisory Committee report has predicted that there would be a tendency of Kowloon taxi drivers shifting to operate on the Island during weekdays if dezoning were implemented.
Law said this worry was unfounded because taxi drivers were legally bound to carry passengers to wherever they wanted to go.
But taxi driver Lee Yuk-moon said that might not be the case.
“Many drivers tend to stick to the areas where their companies are located because they can return their cabs to the depot faster. In most cases they refuse to go farther away and some even shun crossing the harbour because they are afraid of being caught in traffic jams on the opposite side,” Lee said.
Meanwhile, the Transport Department plans to increase the number of taxi licences by 650 later this year.
Miller said the department is also considering two proposals: All taxis be in-stalled with radio communication facilities and the installing of a security partition between the driver and the passengers.
At present, there are 3,756 taxis in the Colony. Of these, 1,366 are on the Island and 2,390 in Kowloon.  
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