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    Teachers quit pay fight, seek educational changes Students show indifference
The Young Reporter (1973, April 15), 05(11), pp. 1, 8.
 Author: Jeffrey Yu. 
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  Hongkong’s certificated masters have announced that they would abandon further “industrial actions” if the Government accepted a new set of recommendations aimed at bettering the Colony’s education system.
The change of tactics in the teachers’ continuing hassle with the Government came last weekend after the certificated masters’ no-lesson “strike” on April 4 failed to stir up public support for their cause and the Government’s adamant reply that it would stick to its earlier announced salary counter-offer.
In a memorandum issued to the Press on April 6 and handed to the Government the next day, the teachers recommended that:
★The current 11: 10 teacher-class ratio in Government, aided and subsidised schools be reverted to the 13: 10 ratio by September.
★The expansion of secondary schools be accelerated to provide a place for every primary school graduate and the Secondary School Entrance Examination be eliminated within five years.
★Full-day study sessions in primary schools be re-introduced gradually, with completion of the programme by 1978.
★The Government be responsible for the welfare of the teachers in private schools and a broad policy of changes in the sector be formulated within six months.
The memorandum, signed by Szeto Wah, secretary of the Joint Secretariat of 13 Educational Bodies, and Lam Wah- hoy, deputy secretary, gave the Government three working days — until April 11 to reply.
The Government, sensing a lessening of militancy by the teachers, did not wait for the deadline. Its spokesman told the Press on April 7 that the new proposals were welcomed and worthy of consideraion [i.e. consideration] and that the Government would issue a full statement within the next day or two.
DISMISSAL
Earlier, before the teachers switched their campaign’s aim from getting higher pay to revamping the Colony’s education system, the certificated masters had planned to stage three more “industrial actions” on Black Friday — April 13 — May 2 and 3.
Lam said he did not have real' fear of Government teachers being immediately dismissed. He said any dismissal of Government teachers would take at least half a year because of the bureaucratic red- tape involved in such matters.
“At the same time I don’t feel that the Government has ample reason to do so,” he said.
But he said headmasters of aided and subsidised schools could dismiss any teacher at the end of the contract terms in June or July without giving any reason.
Meanwhile, Lam said those teachers who might be fired because of their joining the strikes would be entitled to subsidies drawn from the secretariat’s estimated $100,000 reserve fund.
Szeto explained that the money had been collected from teachers who are members of the 13 educational bodies. The donation campaign, started last December, is still under way, he said.
Szeto said if he received any complaints concerning the harassment of teachers by the headmasters, they would publish those incidents and the names of stand and the accusations levelled at them.
“The Government should be fully responsible for the strike because we are being discriminated,” the spokesman said.
“The 19-year wait-for-the-maximum- point period would discourage the new comers. They’ ll soon be fed up with the profession as they probably won’t know that they will be so treated,” he said.
The spokesman added, “We strike not because we should follow the decision by the joint secretariat. We’ve got our own reasoning and we think we’ve made the right decision.”
Mrs. Chan Lam, mother of a Primary 6 student at the Diocesan Preparatory School, was sympathatic [i.e. sympathetic] toward the teachers’ plea for more pay.
“Their strike is justified but at the same time I think both the Government and the certificated masters should compromise for the sake of our children. I’m strongly against the boycott of the SSEE,” she said.
Mrs. Amy Chan, another parent, said, “I support the teachers’ plea for more pay since they have families to support. Moreover, what else can they do except teach? ”
However, Mrs. Janet Leung, mother of a Maryknoll Convent School student, was indignant toward the strike. “To. begin with, it’s only the conflict between the Government and the teachers. They have no reason whatsoever to choose our children as scapegoats,” she said.
Several students who were directly affected by the strike were indifferent toward the teachers’ actions.
“Their plea is reasonable, but they shouldn’t strike. I think the strike was hasty and wrong decision,” said Leung Yui-fai, a Form IV student of the Ying Wah College.
Edward Brook, a Form II student of La Salle College, said, “The teachers should be solely responsible for the consequence of, the strike. For one thing, we’ve already lost a school day and who’s going to repay us?”
“They know how much they would be paid before they entered this profession. I’m strongly against the boycott of the SSEE,” he said.  
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