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  THE BAPTIST College board of governors will most likely agree to accept the White Paper proposal on post-secondary education in today’s full-board meeting.
Interviews with five college governors show that in general they are in favour of the Government’s offer.
They are happy with the Government’s willingness to raise the status of Baptist College and believe the financial subsidy will bring the college a step closer to becoming a degree-granting institution.
During today’s full-board meeting, the 24-member governing board including 18 elected and six appointed governors - will thoroughly discuss details of the White Paper before they come to any final voting, said Norman Cheung, the board’s vice-chairman.
Cheung said their discussion will centre uopn the important issue of whether agreeing to the new system will contradict the College’s established educational aims.
Moreover, the welfare of the students and lecturers will be a major consideration, he added.
The vice-chairman noted that the Government is being “very generous” in offering a large-scale subsidy to the College. “This offer indicates the Government is beginning to recognise our contribution to the community.
He said that officials from the Education Department will not be invited to join the board of governors and so the College will continue to operate independently.
Commenting on the proposed 2-2-1 system, Dr. Chiu Hin-kwong, another governor, said the new system will narrow the gap between secondary and tertiary education.
According to Cheung, the new system will not spur drastic change in the existing curriculum. “As far as I know, the College has already had a hand in planning the new curriculum.” he said.
Echoing his view is Dr. Aina Liu, another governor, who said “I think the College authorities will rearrange the whole course so that students will complete their education satisfactorily without lowering their standard.”
However, a fourth governor, Hung Hin-shiu, highlighted a drawback in the White Paper proposal regarding the suggested limitation in future enrolment.
According to Hung, the three registered post-secondary colleges - Baptist, Shue Yan and Lingnan-will be asked to recruit students in the ratio of 3:2:1, making a total of 6,000.
“But HKBC currently has more than 3,000 students whereas the numbers in the other two colleges are much less.” he said.
“If these colleges are to observe the new system, the changes in student enrolment will bring about many problems, such as the need to readjust the number of departments and their facilities.” he said.  
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