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    Hoarding disrupts workers' living... Ivory law wanted
The Young Reporter (1978, December 01), 11(05), pp. 1.
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  By DONALD CHAN
HOARDERS are raising havoc with the local ivory industry.
And ivory workers want the Government to pass laws to limit the amount of ivory an individual company can store.
Lee Kai-wan, president of Hongkong Ivory Manufactory Workers General Union, said hoarding of unworked ivory by some local manufacturers has forced many semiskilled artisans to leave the industry.
“Apparently the shortage of ivory is the result of restriction on ivory import, but actually it is an internal problem,” said Lee.
He told The Young Reporter that half of the 2,000 ivory workers in Hongkong have been laid off their jobs in the past two months because of the ivory shortage.
“Some workers have taken restaurant jobs, while others have gone to work on Mass Transit Railway projects,” he said.
“But the rest of the workers will also be affected if speculative manufacturers continue to store up unworked ivory hoping for better profits.” he warned.
According to Au Ming-chi, chairman of Hongkong and Kowloon Ivory Manufacturers Association, semi-skilled workers in the industry were affected most by the drop in supply whereas the skilled group still has enough work to do.
He said the supply of ivory has been reduced by more than 50 per cent in recent months. “Among 46 members of the Washington Convention, only three member countries — Zaire, South Africa and Botswana — have elephant tusks for export.
“Previously, 30 to 40 per cent of the ivory imported here came from Kenya. But now Zaire has become Hongkong’s major supplier,” he explained.
Due to the dramatic drop in ivory supply, Au points out that the price of unworked ivory from African countries has almost doubled this year.
“Moreover, the price of finished ivory products in Hongkong has increased by nearly 70 per cent, which consequently caused a loss of 40 per cent in business,” he said.
However, while agreeing there is not enough ivory on the local market, a spokesman for the Agriculture and Fisheries Department said the degree of price fluctuation for unworked ivory is not very significant.
A senio'r official of the Trade Industry and Customs Department also agreed that local ivory industry is having a hard time, as a result of US restrictions on ivory import. The United States ordinarily takes a third of Hongkong’s ivory exports.
Hongkong signed the ivory section of the Washington Convention in July this year, which means the Government has joined the United Nations-sponsored rules on protecting endangered species — in this case, the elephant.
All trade in ivory must be certified to show that it conforms to the convention rules.
At the same time, there have been additional restrictions on ivory being imported to the States. California now allows no ivory trade in the state by local law.
However, Government statistics show that the total value of ivory export to the U.S. amounted to nearly $30 million in the first nine months of this year. This represents a 30 per cent increase when compared with that of the same period last year.
But the chairman of the ivory manufacturers’ association points out that such an increase might be caused by inflation.
It has been learnt that a report on the recent problems in the local ivory industry was sent to the International Union of Conservation of Nature last month.
On one hand, the report was made to convince the animal-protectors that elephants are not on the verge of extinction and on the other, it tells them how the protection of endangered species has harmed the local ivory industry.  
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